
Dyssodia papposa- Fetid marigold

Kaitlan Middlemas M1

Federal Status: not endangered

Heritage Rank: none

Description: This plant is named after the smelling of the weed. It’s sometimes called dog weed or in South Dakota it is called “prairie dog food”. This plant is found mostly in disturbed areas, waste ground, fields, yards, pastures, and along roadsides. The Dakota gave this plant to horses to treat coughs. The Lakota breathed some of the plant to treat headaches. The Omaha would induce nosebleeds because they thought the plant helped relieve headaches. The Navajo would chew leaves to heal ant bites. Pioneers would take the plant and make it into tea to settle their stomachs. The Dakotas believed that the plant was good for the prairie dogs to eat. http://www.lib.ksu.edu/wildflower/fetidmarigold.html
Fetid Marigolds are ill-scented and can grow up to 20 inches tall, but usually don’t get taller than a foot.  Leaves are 1-2 inches long and mostly opposite.  Leaves are mostly hairless and they have orange and have sun streaked spots. http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/plants/wildflwr/species/dysspapp.htm
Similar Species: The Fetid Marigold is part of the sunflower family. http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/plants/wildflwr/species/dysspapp.htm
Flowering/Fruiting period: The Fetid Marigold blooms from July to September. http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/plants/wildflwr/species/dysspapp.htm
Fruit: 3-3.5 mm, hairy, pappus 2-3 mm. 

Global Distribution: The Fetid Marigolds grow in these states: Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colorado, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Minnesota, Montana, Mississippi, Nevada, North Dakota, Nebraska, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.  http://plants.usda.gov 
Black Hills Distribution: The Fetid Marigold grows in fifteen counties in South Dakota.   http://plants.usda.gov 
Habitat: Distributed areas and Roadsides. 

